Zoonotic and viral infection in fetal loss after 12 weeks.
One hundred and thirty-six women from an urban, rural and farming community were recruited to a study of infectious causes of midtrimester miscarriage (n = 85), stillbirth (n = 32), or termination for developmental (n = 17) or chromosomal (n = 2) abnormalities. No woman had evidence of acute infection with toxoplasma, listeria, leptospira or Chlamydia psittaci (ovine enzootic abortion). One woman had midtrimester miscarriage associated with primary cytomegolovirus infection and five women had evidence of parvovirus B19 infection, although fetal infection was not proven. Zoonoses were not identified as a cause of fetal loss or malformation in this at-risk population, but parvovirus B19 was a significant cause of midtrimester fetal loss.